THE WORLD  SOUL
" And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath,
"Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.
u And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while dead.
" And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph."
Pilate marvelled, and no wonder. He knew how long men took to die upon the cross. That Jesus had died in three hours seemed to him incredible. He would not believe it till he had asked the centurion. No doubt the centurion replied that Jesus was dead. No one knew anything then of medical science. Jesus seemed dead, therefore he was dead.
It has been a marvel to every writer on Jesus how he died so easily. No one could account for it. To no one has it occurred that he never died at all. They knew his death was impossible ; they never took the next step of knowing it did not happen. Yet impossible things never-happen. Jesus couldn't have died, and didn't die. He passed into a state of insensibility imitating death to the unskilled. Such states are well known and common. Innumerable cases of men apparently dead having been buried in vaults, placed in coffins or dead-houses, or carried to